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Riverwoods at New Hope Homeowners Association  
Townhouse Electric Vehicle Charging Rules 

  
Purpose: 
The purpose of this rule is to establish guidelines for the installation and exclusive 
use for owners of Electric Vehicle Charging Stations, (EVCS) within the Madison 
Court and Rolling Hill Court townhouse sections of the Riverwoods at New Hope 
Community. By assigning one (1) designated reserved parking space per 
interested townhome for electric vehicle, (EV) charging and mandating a specific 
aesthetic, these guidelines ensure fair access, safety, and proper use of EV 
charging facilities while preserving the aesthetics and functionality of the 
common area parking lots. Additionally, the rules outline EVCS installation, 
operation, maintenance, and homeowner responsibilities, and the rights and 
obligations of the executive board of the Riverwoods Homeowners Association 
(HOA) regarding EV charging. 
 
1. Provisions for EV Charging Installations 
a. Subject to the exception in this document, after submission and approval of a 

Riverwoods Architectural Request form and New Hope Borough Permit(s), 
homeowners shall be permitted to run electrical power from their townhome 
electrical panel to a designated reserved parking space, (to be assigned by the 
HOA) using common area property as necessary for the installation of 
infrastructure and an EVCS. This activity must be done in consultation with the 
HOA to ensure proper installation parameters are met and minimal disruption 
to common areas. 

 
b. EVCS may only be installed within the boundaries of the grass strip, just 

beyond the curb in front of the Owner’s designated reserved parking space 
issued by the HOA. The EVCS must not encroach on any other parking space or 
any other portion of the Common Area. Placement should be far enough away 
from the curb to allow a Safety Bollard to be installed between the curb and 
the EVCS and should be as far away from the curb as feasible, but not far 
enough away to encroach on the sidewalk area.  The safety bollard installation 
must be completed at the same time as EVCS installation. Any deviations from 
this rule require prior HOA approval. Safety bollard height/color will be 
dictated by the HOA as stated in Section 1, items K,L. 
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c. All costs to install or replace an EVCS for a designated reserved parking space 
will be at the homeowner’s expense and only for the private use of the 
homeowner. The homeowner will ensure that the EVCS draws all necessary 
power solely from their townhouse and will be solely responsible for all costs 
and fees associated with its operation.  
 

d. EV chargers are for the sole purpose of charging vehicles and may not be 
utilized for any other purpose. 
 

e. At no time is an EV charger, electric port, or reserved parking space allowed to 
be rented, loaned out to unknown individuals, or used for revenue-generating 
purposes. 

 
f. EVCS must be installed by a licensed electrician familiar with EVCS installations 

and covered by permit and inspection per local code. 
 
g. An EVCS may only be installed or replaced with approval from the HOA in 

accordance with these EVCS policies and procedures.  
 
h. The appearance of an EVCS must be aesthetically pleasing and in harmony 

with the overall aesthetics of the townhouse complex; therefore, EVCS design 
and placement require approval from the HOA before installation. (Note) The 
HOA dictates numerous requirements of the EVCS installation to preserve a 
common aesthetic as stated in Section 1, items K, L, M, N. 

 
i. Address numbering is required to ensure reserved parking for the homeowner. 

The numbering will be installed by the HOA to ensure a uniform look. 
 
j. EVCS must be level 2 requiring a 240V circuit and will only contain one (1) 

charger and is for the private use of the homeowner. 
 
k. EVCS pedestal must be black or dark grey in color and no taller than 48”. The 

preferred pedestal is the model made by Tesla in dark grey or black color. Any 
other brand/type/color pedestal must be approved by the HOA. 

 
l. The preferred EVCS Charger is the Tesla "Universal charger” in black or dark 

grey color. Any other brand/type/color of charger must be approved by the 
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HOA. The charging cable must be no longer than 18’, with shorter cables being 
preferred for aesthetics of the EVCS when not in use. 

 
m.  EVCS must have a structurally appropriate poured or pre-cast concrete base 

for support.  
 
n. The required/approved safety bollard will be selected by the HOA during the 

ARC request process. The Safety Bollard must be installed in adherence with 
applicable codes as well as the requirements of this document in section 1, 
item b. 

 
 

1.1 - Parking Space Assignment: 
The HOA will determine the most appropriate method for allocating parking 
spaces to EV owners. 
 
The HOA will grant a license for a defined period, as detailed in the license, to use 
a common area parking space exclusively for the installation of an EV charging 
station. The board holds sole discretion over such grants, ensuring they are not 
fraudulent, unconscionable, or self-dealing. (Note) a license is a privilege to use 
land without any ownership interest or estate in the land.)  
 
1.2 - Homeowner and Guest Parking: 
Homeowners are responsible for their guests' actions and must ensure that they 
and their guests do not park in parking spaces reserved for other residents. 
 
1.3 - Safety and Compliance: 

a. Unit owners must maintain a homeowner's liability coverage policy with a 
minimum coverage amount of $1,000,000. The association must be named as 
a certificate holder with the right to receive notice of cancellation. The 
association may require unit owners to carry a higher liability coverage 
amount if specified in the governing documents or rules and regulations. 
Failure to procure or maintain the required insurance may result in the 
association procuring insurance on the unit owner's behalf, with the cost 
charged to the unit owner. Unit owners must hold the association and other 
unit owners harmless from any claims, damages, liabilities, costs, and expenses 
arising from the installation, removal, or use of the EV charging station. 
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b. Under no circumstances will a resident run extension cables and/or cable-

protector device across common/limited common area sidewalk to charge an 
electric vehicle.   

 
2. Eligibility and Registration: 
Current Riverwoods at New Hope Townhome owners must register their intention 
to install an EV charging station with the HOA by submitting the following for 
review: 
A Riverwoods Architectural Request Form, (ARC). This form should include the 
following: 

- EVCS Approval and Installation checklist 
- A site-work design plan, including the EXACT location of the proposed 

EVCS. The site-work design plan must also include the route of the electrical 
line, (in conduit) created by a certified electrician familiar with the 
installation of EVCS. (Note) Location of the EVCS should be in the center of 
the grass area at the head of the parking space far enough away from the 
parking space that no vehicle is able to contact any part of the EVCS) If this 
is not possible due to utility placement, the site-work plan should reflect the 
exact proposed position of the EVCS. 

- Make and model of the charger and its designated power rating. 
- Details of EVCS safeguards and how they work when EVCS is not in use to 

prevent unauthorized use, and potential injury/electrocution.  
- Details of the EXACT location of required safety bollard. 
- Signed Agreement, (see appendix, item 1) 
- Signed indemnification form (see appendix, item 2) 

 
3. Compliance with Architectural Standards:  
Homeowners must comply with reasonable architectural standards set by the 
HOA regarding the dimensions, placement, external appearance of the EVCS. 
a. Homeowners are responsible for obtaining any required permits, inspections, 

and insurance. Copies of all necessary permits, or permit numbers, and 
insurance documentation must be provided to the HOA no later than at least 
seven (7) business days before the site work begins.  

 
b. Owner must provide a certificate of insurance naming Riverwoods HOA as an 

additional insured on the homeowner's insurance policy for any claim related 
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to the installation, maintenance, operation, or use of the EVCS. Insurance must 
be maintained that protects the association and other unit owners from 
damage resulting from the existence and operation of the EV charging station.  

 
4. Installation: 
a. EVCS installation must adhere to local electrical codes, regulations, and safety 

standards. 
 
b. A call must be placed to the Pennsylvania Utilities Commission, (PA One Call – 

811) at least three business days, but no more than 10 days prior to any site 
work commencing. This will allow utility companies ample time to mark out 
the location of any underground lines.  

Website: www.puc.pa.gov  
PUC Phone Number: 811, OR 717-787-6489  
 
c. Unit owners must notify nearby residents at least seven (7) business days 

before initiating any work that may cause disturbances to common elements 
or limited common elements during the installation of an EV charger.  

 
d. All electrical cables must be run in conduit underground. Cables that must run 

beyond a sidewalk must be routed under the sidewalk ensuring no damage to 
the sidewalk, or any other common property. At no time may any cable be 
installed above ground anywhere between the residence and the EVCS. 

 
e. Cable installation must be confined to the Owner’s property and immediate 

Common Area. Cables must not encroach or disturb another homeowner’s 
property.  

 
f. Common elements limited common elements, any part of the homeowner’s 

private yard, and townhouse exterior that was disturbed due to site work must 
be returned to an undisturbed and landscaped condition immediately once 
EVCS installation is complete.  

 
g. Final Electrical inspection approval must be submitted to the HOA before the 

EVCS can be energized. 
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5. Operation, Maintenance, Damage, and Responsibilities: 
a. The EV charging station, pedestals, designated parking signage, and any safety 

bollards must be maintained in good appearance; clean, painted with no rust. 
EVCS Pedestal and Bollard must remain upright and ANY deviation from the 
vertical plane must be corrected within 30 days. Additionally, the EVCS must 
be inspected every 3 years by a licensed electrician to ensure unit is in proper 
working order and there is zero deviation from the vertical plane. A 
certification slip must be provided to the HOA.  

 
b. The EVCS should be lockable through mechanical or electronic means to 

prevent unauthorized use or potential injury/electrocution. Some charging 
equipment may feature different safeguards when not in use, such as no 
electrical current until connected to a specified vehicle or RFID switches. 

 
c. Each unit owner with an EV charging station is responsible for ensuring its safe 

and operable condition. Charging cables must be kept tightly wrapped around 
the charger so as not to be unsightly and to prevent tripping hazards and must 
not cross over white parking space demarcation lines at any time.  

 
d. Each homeowner is responsible for the cost of the electricity usage associated 

with their designated charging station. If the installation, maintenance, 
operation, or use of the EVCS or the EVCS itself causes any damage to the 
Common area or other parking spaces or vehicles, owner shall promptly repair 
such damages or shall promptly reimburse the association for the repairs. Such 
fees and costs shall be collectible in the same manner as assessments and 
owner shall be responsible for all legal fees and costs incurred.   

 
e. Homeowners, as well as subsequent homeowners are liable for any damage 

caused to the EV charging station, parking space, common elements, limited 
common elements, other unit owners' property, or separate interests resulting 
from the installation, maintenance, repair, removal, replacement, usage, or 
misuse of the charging station. 

 
f. Any damage to the charger or associated wiring must be promptly repaired at 

the EV charger owner’s expense. Upon noticing damage, or being notified of 
damage by a third party, the unit must be disconnected from the power supply 
and not reenergized until notified by a certified electrician it is safe to do so.  
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g. Homeowners, as well as subsequent homeowners, bear all costs associated 

with the installation, maintenance, removal, damage, replacement, or 
upgrades of an EV charging station. These costs also include any repairs to 
common elements or limited common elements affected by the installation, 
maintenance, removal, or replacement of an EV charger. 

 
h. Owner is responsible for the payment and removal of the EVCS and restoration 

of the area if the Owner decides there is no longer a need for the EVCS. 
 
i. Owner is responsible for restoring the installation surfaces to their original 

condition after removal of the EVCS, (A separate application will be required 
for removal of the EVCS). 

 
6. Snow Removal: 
a. During snow removal events, each owner of an EV charging station is 

responsible for removing snow around the charger and relocating any vehicle 
occupying their designated spot to facilitate the clearance of the common area 
parking lot by snow removal equipment. 

 
7. Reimbursement: 
a. Unit owners must reimburse the association for any increase in common 

expenses directly attributable to the installation of their EV charging station. 
 
b. Unit owners must reimburse the association for any fees associated with 

licensing a designated parking location, up to $500.00 including any signage or 
markings deemed necessary or required by the HOA. 

 
c. Reasonable charges imposed by the association for reviewing and approving 

an application for the installation or use of an EV charging station, including 
engineering and legal fees (not to exceed $500.00) must be paid by the unit 
owner.  

 
8.  Riverwoods HOA Rights and Responsibilities: 
a. The association reserves the right to prohibit a unit owner from installing an 

EV charging station if its installation is deemed technically infeasible or 
impracticable due to safety risks, structural issues, or engineering conditions.  
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a. Riverwoods HOA has the right to require the homeowner to remove the EVCS 

at Owner’s sole cost and expense should the owner fail to comply with the 
specifications set forth in this document or if the EVCS is found to constitute 
an unreasonable safety threat. If the owner fails to remove the EVCS upon the 
demand of the HOA, the HOA shall have the right to take action to compel 
removal and/or unilaterally remove the EVCS and assess the owner all the fees 
and costs associated with the same, including any restoration required of the 
common area. Such fees and costs shall be collectible as an assessment and 
owner shall be responsible for all legal fees and costs incurred.   

 
9. Additional Infrastructure Costs: 
a. If the association reasonably determines that the cumulative use of electricity 

necessitates additional infrastructure improvements to ensure an adequate 
supply of electricity, the association may specially assess the unit owners who 
have installed or have applied to install EV charging stations. The cost will be 
divided equally among the unit owners per electric vehicle charging station. 

 
10. Collection of Fees: 
a. Any amounts owed by a unit owner in relation to an EV charger shall be 

considered special assessments. The association may collect these amounts in 
the same manner as specified in the governing documents and applicable law 
for the collection of delinquent common expenses or other delinquent 
amounts. Unless specifically abrogated, unit owners and successive unit 
owners of the EV charging station are responsible for these costs as if they 
were regular assessments applicable to the unit owner. 

 
11. Rule Enforcement and Disputes: 
a. Violations of the EV charging rules may result in warnings, fines, or other 

enforcement actions as determined by the HOA. 
 
b. The HOA reserves the right to inspect and enforce compliance with the EV 

charging rules and regulations. 
 
c. Any disputes or concerns related to EV charging should be brought to the 

attention of the HOA, which will handle them according to established 
protocols. 
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d. The HOA has the right to examine and update these rules as necessary to 

ensure compliance with local, state, and federal regulations and technological 
advancements in EV charging.             
 

12.  Sale of Townhome: 
a. Unit owners, along with successive unit owners, must disclose the existence of 

their EV charging station to prospective buyers and inform them of the related 
responsibilities outlined in this section. 

 
b. Owner agrees to remove, (at the owner’s sole cost and expense) the EVCS and 

restore the impacted area to the satisfaction of the HOA upon resale of the 
townhouse, (before closing) unless the party taking title to the townhouse 
assumes responsibility for the EVCS pursuant to this rule document.  

 
Upon mutual acceptance of a contract to purchase, the purchaser of the home 
must agree in writing to accept these EVCS rules at closing. That agreement 
must be sent to the HOA within 7 days of mutual acceptance of a contract for 
the sale of the townhome.  
 
This rule document shall be included with the resale disclosure packet and 
must be signed at closing by the new owner. This rule document shall bind the 
new owners of the townhouse to the rules set forth in this document.  
 
Failure of the new owner to sign this document at closing and follow the 
insurance guidelines in this document assumes a rejection and therefore the 
new owner must then follow the deactivation/removal of the associated EVCS.  

 
c. Owner may not assign or otherwise transfer any of their rights or obligations 

under this signed document without the prior authorization and express 
written consent of the HOA. 
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13. Removal of EVCS 
a. Removal of an EVCS must be completed by a licensed electrician after an 

ARC request is submitted to/approved by the HOA.  
b. Removal of an EVCS entails the following: 

i. Removal of pedestal/footing/bollards 
ii. Disconnection of wiring from townhome circuit breaker 
iii. Any buried cable/conduit is approved to remain underground for 

future use. 
iv. Any grounds areas disturbed during the removal must be restored 

to a like new condition 
v. HOA must be notified at completion of project 

 
14. - Amendments: 
These EV charging rules are subject to periodic review and may be amended by 
the HOA as necessary to accommodate changing technology, regulations, or 
community needs. Homeowners will be duly notified of any changes made. By 
adhering to these rules, homeowners can enjoy the benefits of EV charging while 
maintaining the harmony and functionality of the townhouse complex, 
contributing to a greener future. 
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Appendix 
 
1- Agreement - (Must be submitted with ARC Request) 
2- Indemnification form - (Must be submitted with ARC Request) 
3- Definition of terms 
4- Application/Installation procedures - (Must be submitted with ARC Request) 
 
  



8/28/24 

 

1- Agreement: 
 
I have read and agree to the requirements of the Riverwoods at New Hope Townhomes 
Electrical Vehicle Charging Station Rules document.  I will ensure that my contractor will 
install the proposed EVCS in compliance with this Document and all requirements of the 
Riverwoods at New Hope Homeowners Association. 
 
Owner Signature(s) 
 
_________________________________ ______________________________ 
Printed name of Owner    Printed name of Owner 
 
_________________________________ ______________________________ 
Signature      Signature 
 
_________________________________ ______________________________ 
Date       Date 
 
Riverwoods at New Hope Homeowners Association President 
 
_________________________________  
Printed name     
 
_________________________________  
Signature       
 
_________________________________  
Date        
 
Contractor Signature 
 
The contractor must sign below to indicate that all work will be performed in 

compliance with all required governmental codes and permits. 
 
__________________________________ 
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2- Indemnification form 
 
Electrical Vehicle Charging Station 
Statement of Indemnification 
 
Now therefore, in consideration of the sum of One Dollar and other good and valuable 
consideration, including in consideration of the agreement of Riverwoods at New Hope 
Homeowners Association (the “HOA”) to allow the undersigned homeowner (“Owner”) 
to install an electrical vehicle charging station (or “EVCS”) on the assigned reserved-
numbered parking space of their residence located at _____________________, New 
Hope, Pennsylvania (the “Residence”), Owner hereby agrees to indemnify and hold 
harmless the Association, its Board of Directors, committee members, agents, and 
employees from any and all liability, including all attorney fees incurred by the 
Association resulting from any claim, arising out of the installation, maintenance, 
operation, or use of such EVCS. 
 
Owner further acknowledges that an EVCS may only be installed on the limited common 
element parking space appurtenant to the residence owned by the Owner and that 
Owner is responsible to pay the cost of removal of the EVCS and restoration of the area 
if the homeowner decides there is no longer a need for the EVCS. 
 
Owner acknowledges and agrees this signed Statement of Indemnification must 
accompany the Application and shall become part of the Application.  This Statement of 
Indemnification must be included in all subsequent Resale Disclosure Packets for the 
Residence under the applicable provisions on resale disclosures in the Pennsylvania 
Property Owners Association Act in order to notify subsequent purchasers of their 
responsibility to indemnify and hold harmless the Association, its Board of Directors, 
committee members, agents and employees as stated above. 
 
______________________________________________________________ 
Printed name of homeowner   Printed name of homeowner 
 
_________________________________ ______________________________ 
Signature      Signature 
 
_________________________________ ______________________________ 
Date       Date 
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3- Definition of Terms: 
EV – Electric Vehicle (May be an all Electric battery vehicle or Plug-in 
Hybrid vehicle) 
EV Owner – Owner of the townhouse Unit which will be permitted to 
use the Parking Space. May be different than the EV vehicle owner 
Parking Space – The specific singular blacktop space on the townhouse 
side of the parking lot which is enclosed by white lines in the parking lot 
area. It includes the supplemental area immediately in front of it for 3 
feet and is assigned to the EV Owner of that space. 
Pedestal – Vertical metal post which allows for an EV charger to be 
efficiently mounted on a single pedestal. 
Charger –Means a complete assembly consisting 
of conductors, connectors, devices, apparatus, and fittings 
installed specifically for the purpose of power transfer and information 
exchange between a branch circuit and an electric vehicle. (Some 
manufacturers refer to this as a connector) 
EVCS - An electric vehicle charging station is 
a piece of infrastructure that supplies electric energy for 
the recharging of plug-in electric 
vehicles, including electric cars, neighborhood electric vehicles and 
plug-in hybrids. This includes the structural support, pedestal, EV 
charger, cable, and any safety devices. 
 
 
 
  

https://www.lawinsider.com/clause/complete-assembly
https://www.lawinsider.com/clause/consisting-of
https://www.lawinsider.com/clause/consisting-of
https://www.lawinsider.com/clause/conductors
https://www.lawinsider.com/clause/connectors
https://www.lawinsider.com/clause/devices
https://www.lawinsider.com/clause/apparatus
https://www.lawinsider.com/clause/fittings
https://www.lawinsider.com/clause/installed
https://www.lawinsider.com/clause/specifically
https://www.lawinsider.com/clause/for-the-purpose-of
https://www.lawinsider.com/clause/power
https://www.lawinsider.com/clause/transfer
https://www.lawinsider.com/clause/and-information-exchange
https://www.lawinsider.com/clause/and-information-exchange
https://www.lawinsider.com/dictionary/branch-circuit
https://www.lawinsider.com/clause/electric-vehicle
https://www.lawinsider.com/dictionary/electric-vehicle-charging-station
https://www.lawinsider.com/clause/piece
https://www.lawinsider.com/clause/infrastructure
https://www.lawinsider.com/clause/supplies
https://www.lawinsider.com/clause/electric-energy
https://www.lawinsider.com/clause/recharging
https://www.lawinsider.com/dictionary/plug
https://www.lawinsider.com/clause/electric-vehicles
https://www.lawinsider.com/clause/electric-vehicles
https://www.lawinsider.com/clause/including
https://www.lawinsider.com/clause/cars
https://www.lawinsider.com/dictionary/neighbourhood
https://www.lawinsider.com/clause/hybrids
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Owner Initials 
Application/Installation procedures 

 
Homeowner has read, agreed, and signed the complete EVCS rules 
document/installation Agreement.  
 

 

Licensed Electrician has read and signed the EVCS rules document. 
 

 

Completed Architectural Request Form  
 

 

Signed indemnification form. 
 

 

Site plan with exact locations of proposed installation and path of electrical 
cable 
in conduit and planned depth of trenching. 

 

Information/pictures on the make/model/color of charging Pedestal with 
dimensions and whether pedestal base will be poured or cast concrete and 
planned depth.  
 

 

Information/pictures on the make/model/color of charger. 
 

 

Information on EVCS safeguards. 
 

 

Safety bollard will be dictated by the HOA during ARC request process 
 

 

Permit number must be provided to the HOA at least 7 business days 
before work commences. 
 

 

Copy of homeowner liability policy with $1,000,000 coverage and HOA 
noted as an additionally insured as-well-as having the “right to receive 
notice of cancellation” will be provided to the HOA at least 7 business 
days before site work commences.  
 

 

I will notify any neighbors that will be impacted by installation process at 
least 7 business days before site work commences. 
 

 

Electrical Cable/trenching will be confined to owners’ property and limited 
common elements. I will not encroach on any neighbor’s property.  
 

 

Any area that has been disturbed during installation will be returned to a 
landscaped/undisturbed condition as soon as site work is completed. 
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HOA is responsible for address number installation on the EVCS once 
installation is complete. This is noted by receipt of the completed electrical 
inspection certificate by the HOA. 
 

 

I will reimburse the HOA for any costs associated with this EVCS ARC 
application that is bore by the HOA. 
 

 

 
 

Sale of Home 
EVCS and associated rules must be disclosed to prospective buyers 
 

 

Seller of home must deactivate/remove EVCS unless purchaser of home 
agrees in writing to accept EVCS prior to closing. This document must be 
sent to the HOA within 7 days of mutual acceptance of a contract for the 
sale of the home.  
 

 

 
Removal of EVCS 

Completed Architectural request form submitted to HOA stating removal of 
EVCS 
 

 

Removal must be completed by a licensed electrician and any required 
permits obtained 
 

 

EVCS must be fully removed including any concrete footings/bollards 
 

 

Any buried electrical cabling/conduit may remain in the ground for future 
use but must be properly disconnected from the homes circuit breaker 
panel. 
 

 

Areas disturbed by removing EVCS must be restored to a like new 
condition 
 

 

HOA must be notified at completion of project 
 

 

 
 
 
 
























